Update on pharmacoeconomics in transplantation.
To provide current information on pharmacoeconomic outcomes in transplantation for the past 6 years. An extensive literature search was undertaken using PubMed and other authenticated Internet sources. Key words used to elicit pertinent studies were "pharmacoeconomics," "transplantation," "cost-effectiveness," "cost-benefit," "cost-minimization" and "cost-utility" analyses. Studies included in the review contain updated pharmacoeconomic data generated during the past 6 years on economic, clinical, and humanistic outcomes. These data are used to describe and analyze the cost of drug therapy used in transplantation. Background information is included in the review to provide a context from which to evaluate new study material. Data extracted from the studies include significant findings and study limitations. Data were stratified into understanding pharmacoeconomic methods and their application to transplantation, maintenance and induction therapies, and management of and costs associated with adverse events and quality-of-life issues. Continued evolution of pharmacoeconomic analysis is needed so that optimal care can be provided in the most cost-effective manner. Pharmacoeconomic study, done rationally and logically, is an indispensable tool in determining optimal transplantation regimens.